Health Committee Report February 2011
It has been a daunting task to replace Connie Vanacore as the Health Committee Chair.    I thank her for all her assistance in making this a smooth transition.

The other person that has been invaluable to me is Jan Ziech.    Together we work hard to be sure that the Health pages on the website have accurate and current content.    We also try and organize the content so that anyone looking for information on how to participate in our genetic studies has links to the information they need to submit samples and data.    Jan is a wiz at getting things set up, and I thank her for all she does for the Health of our Irish.  

Our health committee met during the National in Wisconsin.    We are an enthusiastic group dedicated to the health and welfare of our beloved breed.   

Our Foundation works hard to help raise funds to support research that can benefit our dogs.   Currently we sponsor work with epilepsy, osteosarcoma and HOD.    In the past we have done work on von Willebrand’s disease and on thyroid values in the Irish setter.   Information on all of these is available on the ISCA website.    

In December 2010 the Foundation sent additional grant money to Dr. Murphy for HOD research, and to Dr. Jaime Modiano and Dr. Matthew Breen for research in Osteosarcoma.    I just received word from Dr. Modiano’s lab that not only are Irish setters enrolled in the osteosarcoma research, but they can now contribute tissue (from tumor) and blood samples toward research in lymphoma and hemagiosarcoma.     This is great news as there are dogs in our breed that suffer from both.    Full information for both owners and their veterinarians on how to submit samples for these studies will be posted on the ISCA website.
I also received information from Dr. Murphy’s lab that they are very encouraged by the research done thus far on HOD and the genetic mapping of the disease.    However they are at a crucical junction and need samples from HOD affected dogs.     My article in the February Memo, which will be included at the end of this article, outlines how important it is that people who have dogs who have had HOD step up and contribute blood samples to this research. 

We are fortunate to have Linda Kalmar as the force behind our very successful health clinics at our National specialty.    She coordinates the blood draws and the sending of sample to both CHIC and Optigen.   As the Nationals move around the country it is important for board members to remind people from their region that they can have their dog’s blood drawn and banked for CHIC at no cost at the Nationals.    

This year Christine Boutwell MD joined our health committee as well as Laurice Mays and Kris Kamholz DVM.    All three bring a vast amount of knowledge with them, and we look forward to their work with us.

Thanks to Christine Boutwell there is now an article on Degenerative Myelopathy on the website.   The paper written by Gary Brown DVM and John Savory PhD on Thyroid values in the Irish setter done in June 2004 is back up on the Health web page as well.   
My article in the December Memo outlined how important it is for Irish setter breeders to repeat the blood tests for PRA on their 3rd generation of genetically clear dogs.    It seems that breeders have become complacent about PRA, with some only anecdotally saying their dogs are clear, without following up with the paperwork that designated them clear of PRA.     As was mentioned at the health symposium in Wisconsin, it is also important for Irish setters to have an ophthalmic exam at least once during their lives.   There are other ocular diseases that can occur in the Irish setter, and as breeders we certainly don’t want to miss a disease until it is insidiously present in our breed.     Nothing can replace the ophthalmic exam by a board certified ophthalmologist for this.   
I look forward to continuing to work with my team on the Health Committee in 2011.

It is important that the Board and Officers on ISCA keep their local clubs informed about the information provided on the website, and encourage participation by local club members.   It is surprising the number of Irish setter owners and breeders who are unaware of the studies we sponsor as well as the data information we provide on the ISCA website.

Respectfully submitted

Anne Marie Kubacz
Memo Article on HOD research: February 2011 Memo

As many of you know, the ISCA Foundation has been sponsoring research by Drs. Keith Murphy and Alison Starr about HOD (Hypertrophic Osteodystrophy).     There were speakers at our health conference at the National in Wisconsin 2010, and gave us insight into their progress thus far.

That progress is encouraging. However we are at a critical juncture.   We MUST get more samples from HOD affected dogs!    
ISCA members had made it clear to the Health committee and the ISCA Board and Foundation that HOD was an important disease process for us to fund.   While we are so lucky to have the protocol in place, written and researched by our own Gary Brown DVM ACVS,  the causes of HOD remain a mystery as do the genetic aspects (if any) of  HOD.      

The only way we can help to unlock the mysteries surrounding HOD is to SUPPORT the research by sending in samples from affecteds!   It is time for our owners and breeders to make this a priority!   Just to hightlight how much progress we seem to be making, I am including part of a note I received from Dr. Alsion Starr: 

“We have completed preliminary analyses with the SNP arrays, and I have some intriguing data, but I need more dogs - particularly affecteds (I can get more normal controls from CHIC) - to confirm.”     

This is VERY exciting news.    It is URGENT that any owner or breeder that knows of a HOD affected dog (this means a dog who actually had HOD) to be SURE that we have blood samples from that dog to assist in our study.    

The sad fact is that we know that there are many more HOD affected dogs, who are living excellent lives, whose owners have not taken the time to send in DNA samples.    

There are two ways to do this.    You can follow the links on the ISCA website that explains how to submit blood samples to CHIC.        For those who prefer to have the info in written form here in the Memo, here is the outline of how to submit a sample:


OFA/DNA/CHIC Repository

OFA (Orthopedic Foundation for Animals) has established a DNA repository into which individuals may contribute blood samples of the dogs they own. The samples will be stored for use in future research and would be available to researchers interested in specific disease projects. At the National Specialty in Oklahoma City on Wednesday May 4th our Health Clinic Blood draw will include the opportunity for owners to participate. Blood drawn from dogs who have been affected by any of the following three diseases, or who have had affected siblings or parents will not be charged for this. They are: epilepsy, osteosarcoma or HOD. All you need to do is to indicate on the online form if your dogs have had any of these or if the families have been involved with any of these three. 
You can enter your dog’s blood into the repository even if you have not experienced these particular problems. The ISCA Foundation will pay the $20 entry fee for your participation.
Online forms are found  on the OFA website: www.offa.org.   
The forms are available on these webpages:
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/chic_dnaapp_main.pdf  for the main application, 
and the health survey, which must accompany the samples is at 
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/CHIC DNA Bank health survey.pdf
Canine Genetic Research at Clemson University

Samples may also be submitted directly to Dr Murphy’s lab.      The link to that website’s  HOD page is posted below. There you will find  forms and instructions for participation. http://www.clemson.edu/cafls/departments/genbiochem/people/faculty_web/kmurphy/projects/hod.html
If you have questions you can contact Dr. Alison Starr directly: 

Alison N. Starr, Ph.D.

Research Assistant Professor
Clemson University
51 New Cherry St; 319 BRC

Clemson SC 29634

office: 864.656.0191
fax: 864.656.0393

Alison Starr <ASTARR@clemson.edu>
http://www.clemson.edu/cgr
 Any blood samples sent will automatically be forwarded to CHIC, so that other researchers can also access them, once Drs. Starr and Murphy have finished using them.

If there is a financial reason for your not sending your dog’s blood sample via either of these methods, PLEASE contact me privately!   Best way to contact me is via email:  rsetter@att.net.   You are also welcome to call my cell 908 216 2357, although I work midnight shifts and can be hard to get on the phone!
 Funds may be available for you to help with shipping and other related costs.   All of us fall on tough financial situations from time to time, and it is important to the health of our beloved Irish setters that no person hesitate to be part of this study with their HOD affected dog due to lack of funds.    

All inquiries of this nature will of course be kept confidential.    

If you prefer to discuss that circumstance with Dr. Starr instead of me, please do not hesitate to do so.    She too can help to facilitate shipping, etc.   

Please be sure to talk to your fellow breeders about this study and the need for samples.    We will once again be doing a DNA clinic at the Oklahoma National Specialty in May.    However the need for research samples is SO urgent that we would greatly appreciate an HOD affected samples be sent to either CHIC or Drs. Murphy & Starr as soon as possible.

It is important that we all remember that our participation in any of the genetic studies ISCA Foundation sponsors is one of the major ways to help unlock the key to better understanding of these diseases.    Information is on the ISCA website about the other studies we are supporting with epilepsy and osteosarcoma.

